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COMMENTS ON THE STATEMENT OF 
REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 



These comments are being submitted in response to the Notice of Allowability 

and Examiner's Statement of Reasons for Allowance, dated July 2, 2004. In the Reasons 

for Allowance, the Examiner stated: 

The closest prior art, WO 00/40780 discloses the use of screen packs on 
both sides of a membrane against the electrodes to give support, whereas 
applicant's instant invention supports the membrane using only one 
substrate and further the prior art shows that there is a gap between the 
frame and screen packs, whereas the instant invention is contiguous with 
the frame. 



(Reasons For Allowance, page 2) 

Applicants note that Claim 1 of the present application claims: 

1 . A membrane electrode assembly for an electrochemical cell, 
comprising: 

a first electrode; 

a second electrode; and 

a membrane disposed between the first electrode and the second 
electrode, the membrane comprising a substrate providing support to the 
first electrode and the second electrode, the substrate being contiguously 
disposed at a first frame. 



1 
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This claim uses "comprising" language; that is, open ended language. This claim 
is not limited to a single substrate, and does not exclude elements (such as screen packs 
and the like) disposed on one or more sides of the membrane. What this claim includes 



is: 

a 



_ membrane disposed between the first electrode and the second electrode, 
the membrane comprising a substrate providing support to the first 
electrode and the second electrode, the substrate being contiguously 
disposed at a first frame. 

(Claim 1) WO 00/40780 fails to teach a membrane comprising a substrate contiguously 
disposed at a frame, as is taught and claimed in the present application. 

If there are any additional charges with respect to these Comments on the 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance, or otherwise, please charge them to Deposit 
Account No. 06-1130. 

Respectfully submitted, 
CANTOR COLBURN LLP 
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